by Lissa Carlson
Owning a home offers families a stable
source of wealth. An Associated Press
article by David Bradley, recently published in the La Crosse Tribune, says,
“The preferred path to wealth may lead
through the front door of your home and
not through the stock market, according
to a national research report…That housing moves steadily ahead in comparison
to the up-and-down effect of stocks is no
surprise to some financial experts.”
For those considering a home purchase, having a professional home inspection conducted as a purchase contingency
is a wise and relatively standard part of
the purchasing process. However, home
inspections arenʼt just for buyers. The
American Society of Home Inspectors
recommends hiring a home inspector
every five years in order to catch small
problems early, many which canʼt be
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seen, smelled, or heard.
Tom Kruse, a licensed home inspector and owner of Professional Home
Inspection Company (PHI) in Holmen,
says the cost of this type of home inspection varies depending on the size, age,
and condition of the home. If the original home inspection was performed by
PHI within the last 5 years, a “Home

Preservation Inspection,” as Kruse calls
it, is based on an hourly fee and usually
costs less than the original inspection.
“It all depends on what has happened in those five years,” Kruse says.
“Customers should consider the cost of
the home maintenance inspection to be an
investment in the safety and value of their
homes. Just as automobile owners have
their auto mechanic look over their vehicle periodically to avoid large repairs and
maintain safety and value, the homeowner
should do the same for his home.”
A home preservation inspection helps
home owners make informed decisions
about maintenance and safety concerns,
according to Kruse. Many owners would
benefit from contacting a home inspector
prior to a home project in order to focus
their efforts. “No one likes to go into a
home project blindly,” Kruse says. “We
provide our customers with self-help
documents that have proven to be very
helpful. Our web site testimonials attest to
the documentsʼ popularity.”
In addition, a professional home
inspection takes the “emotion” out of
ndeciding where to best invest in your
home. For instance, you may need a new
roof more than you need the finished
basement, even if you are really more
interested in a finished basement. As
Kruse explains, an unbiased professional
will provide factual information to help
improve the value of the home.
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“Customers on the home preservation program generally get more of their
asking price when it comes time to sell,”
Kruse says. “Items are addressed ahead of
time and budgeted accordingly. A home,
for many, is the largest purchase in their
life. The price of a regular home inspection is a tiny fraction of the cost or value
of the property.”
To contact Professional Home
Inspection Company, call 782-8831 or
800-578-0686.

Mark your
calendar!
Summer Fun
& Camp Fair 2005
La Crosse Center
Sunday, February 27
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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